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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 3-4, 6, 9-10, and 33-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Israni et al (US 6,308,177.) Israni et al discloses a system and method 
for use and storage of geographic data on a physical media comprising: 

• In regard to claim 1, a computer-readable medium having computer readable 
data stored thereon for representing geographic features in a geographic region, 
the computer readable data comprising: 

o Data entities that represent geographic features located in the geographic 

region (Column 28, lines 56-65) 
o A plurality of drawcodes, wherein each drawcode represents a unique 
combination of attributes associated with the geographic features 
represented by the data entities, and wherein each of the data entities that 
represent the geographic features is associated with one of the 
drawcodes, and wherein each drawcode is associated with information 
that identifies drawing characteristics for rendering the geographic 
features represented by the data entities associated therewith. (Column 
6, line 33 - column 7, line 7) Israni et al discloses having a single index 
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reference to a table of records for features with the same attributes. 
(Column 28, line 66 - Column 29, line 5) 

• In regard to claim 3, wherein each drawcode represents a collection of database 
attributes associated with the data entities. (Column 6, line 34 - column 7, line 7) 

• In regard to claim 4, further comprising header data that identifies the geographic 
region. (Column 22, lines 11-13) 

• In regard to claim 6, the data entities are grouped into a plurality of parcels based 
on geographic location of the geographic features represented by the data 
entities. (Column 11, lines 1-18) 

• In regard to claim 9, each drawcode is associated with a unique combination of 
rank, road type, and road attribute associated with the data entities that represent 
geographic features. (Column 6, line 46 - Column 7, line 8) 

• In regard to claim 10, the geographic features represented by the data entities 
include roads. (Column 6, line 46 - Column 7, line 8) 

• In regard to claim 1 1 , the geographic features represented by the data entities 
include 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional geographic features. Israni et al 
discloses having roads and points of interests, such as hotels, as geographic 
features which would be both 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional. (Column 6, line 
44 -Column 7, line 11) 

• In regard to claim 33, a method for displaying images of portions of a geographic 
region on a computer display, wherein the images portray geographic features 
located in the geographic region (Column 9, lines 51-65), the method comprising: 
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o Reading from a computer readable database stored on a computer 
readable medium a group of data entities, wherein the data entities 
represent the geographic features, and wherein each data entity in the 
group has an associated drawcode which defines a combination of 
attributes associated with the represented geographic feature, the 
drawcode being associated with information that identifies drawing 
characteristics for rendering the represented geographic feature (Column 
6, line 33 - column 7, line 7) Israni et al discloses having a single index 
reference to a table of records for features with the same attributes. 
(Column 28, line 66 - Column 29, line 5) 

o Rendering on the computer display images of the geographic features that 
correspond to the data entities in the group (Column 5, line 30) 

• In regard to claim 34, further comprising determining a portion of the geographic 
region to be displayed. (Column 5, lines 55-58) 

• In regard to claim 35, further comprising locating the group of data entities on the 
computer readable database. (Column 7, line 56 - Column 8, line 22) 

• In regard to claim 36, the reading from the computer readable database stored 
on the computer readable medium the group of data entities comprises reading 
data associated with the geographic features and reading the associated 
drawcodes. (Column 30, lines 18-34) 
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• In regard to claim 37, further comprising determining attributes of the geographic 
features represented by the data entities from the associated drawcodes. 
(Column 28, line 56 - Column 29, line 19) 

• In regard to claim 38, wherein determining geographic features associated with 
the group of data entities comprises referencing a drawcode table to identify the 
geographic features associated with the group of data entities based on the 
associated drawcode of each data entity. (Column 28, line 56 - Column 29, line 
19) 

• In regard to claim 39, a computer readable medium having stored therein 
instructions for causing a processing unit to execute the method. (Column 5, 
lines 27-37) 

• In regard to claim 40, the geographic features represented by the data entities 
include roads. (Column 6, line 49 - column 7, line 8) 

• In regard to claim 41, the geographic features represented by the data entities 
include 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional geographic features. Israni et al 
discloses having roads and points of interests, such as hotels, as geographic 
features which would be both 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional. (Column 6, line 
44 -Column 7, line 11) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. Claims 42-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Israni et al (US 6,308,177) in view of Twig et al (US 6,665,676.) Twig et al discloses a 
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method and system for presenting on-line "yellow pages" particularly in association with 
location data. 

• In regard to claim 42, Israni et al discloses a system comprising: 

o A geographic data set stored on a computer readable medium, the 
geographic data set including data entities representative of geographic 
features in a geographic region, wherein each of the data entities is 
associated with one of a plurality of drawcodes, each of which represents 
a unique combination of attributes associated with a represented 
geographic feature (Column 6, line 44 - Column 7, line 8) 
o A navigation application for providing navigation features to an end user 

(Column 5, lines 38 - 48) 
o A processor operable to access the geographic data set to read a group of 
data entities and to execute the navigation application to display images 
on a computer display (Column 4, lines 54-67; Column 5, line 30) 
Israni et al fails to disclose, however, the geographic features represented by 
data entities having the same drawcode are rendered with lines having the same 
color and thickness. Twig et al discusses having different types of streets and 
roads represented by different parameters such as color, thickness, etc. Roads 
having the same attributes would have the same parameters. (Column 10, line 
57 - Column 1 1 , line 3) It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to have attributes with the same features be 
drawn the same in order to let them have the same drawcode and also to be 
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easily recognizable by the user on what type of road or feature they are looking 
at. 

• In regard to claim 43, Israni et al discloses further comprising a positioning 
system for determining a location in the geographic region, and wherein the 
processor accesses the geographic data set to retrieve data associated with the 
location. (Column 6, lines 44-67) 

• In regard to claim 45, Israni et al discloses the geographic features represented 
by the data entities include roads. (Column 6, lines 44-67) 

• In regard to claim 46, the geographic features represented by the data entities 
include 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional geographic features. Israni et al 
discloses having roads and points of interests, such as hotels, as geographic 
features which would be both 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional. (Column 6, line 
44 -Column 7, line 11) 

4. Claim 45 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Israni et 
al as applied to claim 42 above, and further in view of Ashby et al (US 6,038,559.) 
Ashby et al discloses a segment aggregation in a geographic database and methods for 
use thereof in a navigation application. 

• In regard to claim 45, Israni et al fails to specifically disclose a user interface 
coupled to the processor and operable to receive an input from a user. Ashby et 
al discloses a user interface with appropriate equipment that allows the end-user 
to input information into the navigation system. (Column 5, lines 46-59) It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention to allow the user to input data, such as the destination, in order to allow 
the user to quickly receive data and information on the location that they want to 
reach as is taught by Ashby et al. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 2, 5, and 7-8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Claims 12-32 allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: the prior art, individually or in combination, fails to disclose, 
teach, or suggest organizing data entities on the computer-readable medium based on 
the drawcode of each data entity such that data entities with the same drawcode are 
grouped together. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US 5,953,722 to Lampert et al discloses a method and system for forming and 
using geographic data 

• US 6,782,319 to McDonough discloses method for organizing map data 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marie A. Weiskopf whose telephone number is (571) 
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272-6288. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday between 7:00 
AM and 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




